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* The First Newspapers
Avvisi, or Gazzettes were a mid-16th-century Venice invention. They were issued on single sheets of paper, folded to form four pages, and issued on a weekly schedule. These publications reached a larger audience than handwritten news had in early Rome. Their format and appearance at regular intervals were two major influences on the newspaper as we know it today. The idea of a weekly, handwritten news-sheet went from Italy to Germany and then to Holland.
The term newspaper became common in the 17th century. However, in Germany, newspaper publications were appearing as early as the 16th century. They were newspapers because they were printed, dated, appeared at regular and frequent publication intervals, and included a variety of news items The first newspaper according to modern definitions was the Strasbourg Relation, in the early 17th century. German newspapers, like avisis, were organized by the location from which they came, and by date. They differed from avisis because they included a distinct and highly illustrated title page, and they put a date on each issue.
In Boston in 1690, Benjamin Harris published Publick Occurrences Both Forreign and Domestick. This is the first newspaper in the American colonies even though only one edition was published before the paper was outlawed by the colonial officials from England. These English officials wanted to censors and control the information the American colonists wrote about. Harris's newspaper followed the two-column format and was a single sheet, printed on both sides.
In 1704, the Boston governor allowed The Boston News-Letter, a weekly newspaper, to be published. It became the first continuously published newspaper in the colonies. Soon after, weekly papers began publishing in New York and Philadelphia. The second English-language newspaper in the Americas was the Weekly Jamaica Courant. These early newspapers followed the British format and were usually four pages long. They mostly carried news from Britain, and the information depended on the editor’s interests. In 1783, the Pennsylvania Evening Post became the first American daily newspaper.
*John Joseph Zenger
In 1733, John Zenger printed copies of a newspaper in New York that included his disagreement with the choices of newly appointed colonial governor William Cosby. On his arrival in New York City, Cosby fought the New York colony over his salary.When Cosby was unable to get the money he wanted for his salary, he fired Chief Justice Lewis Morris of the New York supreme court. Cosby then hired his friend James DeLancey of the royal party to be the new judge. The New York colonists were angry over Cosby's corruption, so Zenger's New-York Weekly Journal continued to publish articles that criticized the royal governor. Finally, Cosby issued a proclamation condemning the newspaper's "divers scandalous, virulent, false and seditious reflections."

Zenger was charged with libel: spreading lies about a person.. James Alexander was Zenger's first lawyer, but the royal court removed him from the case. After more than eight months in prison, Zenger went to trial, and was defended by the Philadelphia lawyer Andrew Hamilton and the New York lawyer William Smith, Sr. The case became extremely popular in the Colonies because Zenger was attacking the unfair British rule. Because the judge of Zenger's trial was Cosby's friend, Hamilton decided to plead his Zenger's case directly to the jury. After the lawyers for both sides finished arguments, the jury left to decide if Zenger was innocent or guilty of libel. Ten minutes later, the jury came back with an innocent verdict.
In defending Zenger, Hamilton and Smith established the understanding that a newspaper can print any information as long as it is true. Just because the information shows a person to be corrupt or doing something illegal, it is not libelous. The American Colonies created "Freedom of the Press" as a result. From that point on, newspaper writers and editors knew they could safely print stories that criticized the rich and powerful people in the world.
*TYPES of NEWS
· Muckraking: when a newspaper searches for and prints stories about a person's embarrassing, illegal, or dangerous behavior. When politicians run for office, they hire muckrakers to help them beat their opponents.
· Yellow Journalism: a reference to journalism that features scandal-mongering, sensationalism, jingoism or other unethical or unprofessional practices by news media organizations or individual journalists. Yellow journalism is an abuse of the power that the media has. Yellow journalism operates on the fear or stupidity of the people. If people are scared, they will spend more time watching and reading the news. As a result, the media gains more money and control over the people. The New York Press coined the term "Yellow Journalism" in early 1897 to describe the papers of Joseph Pulitzer and William Randolph Hearst.
· Propaganda is information that is not impartial and used primarily to influence an audience and further an agenda, often by presenting facts selectively (perhaps lying by omission) to encourage a particular synthesis, or using loaded messages to produce an emotional rather than a rational response to the information presented. Noam Chomsky, a linguistic professor who teaches at MIT in Boston, famously said "The 20th century has been characterized by three developments of great political importance: the growth of democracy, the growth of corporate power, and the growth of corporate propaganda as a means of protecting corporate power against democracy." Therefore, it is very important to question the information given to you by the media. You should always investigate those who profit from the people believing the information given by the media
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