Perseus and the Gorgon

King Acrisius had only daughters, but he needed a son to keep his name alive. So, one day he went to see the oracle at Delphi, a woman who could see the future. King Acrisius asked if he would have a son, but the oracle said no. In fact, she told him a prophecy in which his grandson would one day destory him. 

Acrisious was scared, so he locked his daughter Danae up in jail so she could never have children. Year after year, Danae lived her life  alone in the jail cell with nothing to do. However, one day the window in her room began shining golden light into her room and her body. 

The golden light was Zeus, the king of gods, fulfilling the prophecy of the oracle. And the next morning, Danae was pregnant with a baby boy. Secretly, Danae gave birth to her son, Perseus, and raised him quietly in her prison cell. 

One day, Danae used wood from her bed to make a sword for Perseus. She told him stories about the evil monsters in world. Then she taught Perseus how to use the sword to protect himself from these monsters. As he was practicing his skills as a warrior, King Acrisius heard the noise coming from the jail cell. 

When Acrisius arrived at his daughter's cell and saw that he in fact had a grandson, he become deeply frightened. All this time, he thought he had prevented the oracle's prophecy from coming true, but he was wrong. In order to stop Perseus from one day killing him, he came up with a new plan.

King Acrisius emptied out a large treasure box and put Danae and Perseus inside it. He locked them in and dropped them into the ocean to die. When Zeus saw what Acrisius did, he asked his brother Poseidon to save Danae and his son Perseus. So, Poseidon sent a current in the water which brought the box to surface so they could breath. After a two days, they landed on a beach on the island of Seriphos.

Perseus and his mother spent many years living on the island. One day, the king of the island, Polydectes, saw Danae and decided to marry her. However, neither Danae nor  Perseus liked Polydectes, so Perseus tried to stop the wedding. Perseus made a deal with Polydectes: if Perseus killed Medusa, a gorgon monster with snakes for hair, Polydectes would not marry his mother. 

Polydectes loved this deal because he knew it was impossible and knew he would never see Perseus again.  However, Zeus asked his children Hermes and Athena to help Perseus (their brother). Hermes gave Perseus the same sword Zeus used to fight his fathet Uranus. Athena gave him a metal shield to protect himself from Medusa's eyes. Athena explained that if he looked Medusa in the eyes, he would turn into stone. 

However, Perseus still needed more tools for his journey. So, he searched for winged sandals that could make him fly, and the cap of darkness which made the wearer invisible.  Eventually, Perseus flew to the island where the gorgons lived. All around the island were statues of men who were turned into stone when they saw Medusa.

To be careful, Perseus put the invisible cap on and walked backwards. He used the reflection in the shield Athena gave him to see where he was going. When he found the gorgons, he snuck up close to Medusa and swung the sword in the air and cut off her head. Perseus then quickly picked up her head and put it in a bag.

On the way back to Seriphos, Perseus showed Medusa's face to Atlas, the titan who holds up the world, and turned him to stone. However, this was not a punishment for Atlas. Instead, it was a great gift. Atlas was so tired of holding the world, he could now rest as a statue.

Finally, Perseus came home to his mother and Polydectes. Perseus offered his gift to the evil Polydectes, and turned him to stone. Now that his mother was safe, Perseus decided to meet with his grandfather and forgive him for imprisoning him and mother.

However, when Perseus travelled back to Argos to forgive his grandfather, King Acrisius, he stopped to compete in a game of discus. But, because Acrisius heard that Perseus was coming to see him, he got scared and left the city. During one game of discus, Perseus threw the disc so hard, it flew into the seats where the richest people were sitting. The disc hit an old man in the head and killed him. The old man was his grandfather, King Acrisius, still hiding from the oracle's prophecy.
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