The Ape in the Office

1. Who is Richard Conniff? What are his ideas about humans and primates?
2. How do apes show cooperation and conflict? How often do they show these behaviors?
3. What are “social networking strategies”? How do apes and humans show similar social networking strategies?
4. According to Frans de Waal, what must a chimp do to be successful? What are some strategies chimps use to accomplish this?  
5. What is a hierarchy? How does hierarchy relate to behavior? 
6. According to Conniff, why do chimps change their size? 
7. How does hierarchy affect distribution of resources?
8. How do humans and primates show aggression? 
9. What are Conniff’s ideas about aggressive behavior in bosses and managers?
10. What is isolation? How can this happen?
11. What does Conniff mean when he says “The truth is we are completely dependent on other people emotionally as well as for our physical needs”?


